2022 Annual Parish Meeting Chair Report
This is the first annual parish meeting since 2019 and there’s been a good deal of activity in and
around the parish of Coleorton in that time.
The council welcomed its new clerk Fiona Palmer at the beginning of our council year in 2021. Fiona
comes to us with a great deal of experience, having managed the administration of Castle
Donnington parish council for well over 20 years. Fiona is also CILCA qualified, not an easy
qualification to get but it gives us councillors – effectively lay people - huge confidence that Fiona
knows a great deal about local council administration. I think it’s fair to say Fiona has put us on a
good path towards doing the right things and doing things right and I would like to offer my personal
thanks, and on behalf of the council for the incredible work she has done and is still doing.
So what does the council do and what has it been doing.
We have a number of land assets; Coleorton Wood and Pitt Lane, The Bakehouse, the Millenium
Garden, Zion Hill playing field, footpath M76 from Stoney Lane to the playing field, Beaumont Green
and Overton Close woodland. All of these of course need management in some form or another for
the benefit of the parish.
The Coleorton and New Lount Volunteer Group has already given us an overview of their work and
plans and I would like to thank them for the great work they do to keep this wonderful village
amenity in good shape. Historically the wood was open until 4.00 p.m. throughout the year; in the
last couple of years we have trialled, and now made permanent, a Spring / Summer opening until
8.00 p.m. which has been very well received.
I would like to say a big thank you to Cllr. Terry Betts who for many years has made sure the gate to
the wood is opened and closed on time, day in and day out so we can all get access to this lovely
peaceful woodland area of Coleorton. Terry is also the guy that people call when we get those very
rare occurrences of problems in the wood so really he’s on standby all the time.
The Bakehouse, having been restored by the Coleorton Heritage Group many years ago was latterly
donated to the parish council. Originally the plan was to take ownership of just the building itself
but it sits on such a lovely plot we decided to keep it all together and now the parish council
manages the land to keep it neat and tidy for the enjoyment of visitors and walkers who pass
through on the public footpath. A couple of years ago we replaced the stile from The Moor into the
Bakehouse plot with an easy access gate, and erected new boundary fencing. Recently we removed
a couple of elderly and potentially dangerous trees from the land which has also opened up a lovely
vista to surrounding countryside and allowed primroses and bluebells to flourish. Following the
closure of the Post Office, we relocated the memorial bench to the Bakehouse so now visitors can sit
and linger a little longer to enjoy the open vista.
The Millenium Garden at the junction of The Moor and A512 is maintained by the parish council with
input from the Coleorton Heritage Group. It has recently had all three benches repaired by a
member of the volunteer group, and we’ll be painting them shortly now we have some dry weather.
We had a blitz recently on the block paving to de-moss it and we were lucky enough to have some
bulbs donated which were planted for spring colour.
A safety inspection of the play equipment at Zion Hill playing field is carried out weekly, together
with a check and litter pick of the whole field. Very recently we arranged for some trees
immediately behind the play equipment to be felled following a tree safety survey undertaken for us
by Leicestershire County Council (LCC). Footpath M74A from the playing field connecting with
Tugby’s Lane was cleared and widened by the parish council giving much better access.
Footpath M76 from Stoney Lane to the playing field had a lot of work carried out last year by the
volunteer group to clear brambles and other overgrowth and in doing so exposed many young

specimen trees. Further clearing was done by the council’s contractor. We planted daffodils and
snowdrops along the path which is now quite a nice area in its own right rather than just a means to
get from A to B. It also gets a routine litter pick when we do the playing field. Very recently NWLDC
installed a commemorative rainbow bench and planted a flowering cherry tree on the path, which
was a district initiative with no cost to the parish. We have plans to replace trees along the path in
the Autumn through the free tree scheme from the Wildlife Trust.
We engaged with children from Viscount Beaumont’s primary school on occasions during the year.
A summer display of scarecrows the children had constructed were placed around the village, and as
part of their art curriculum they decorated 10 bird boxes donated to them by the council. These bird
boxes are now installed around the parish on Beaumont Green, M76 footpath, Coleorton Wood and
the Bakehouse. The children also made several dozen wooden ornaments to adorn the Christmas
tree on Beaumont Green.
Whilst footpaths are not typically a parish council responsibility, we continue to work with LCC for
assistance with the footpath network in Coleorton. Rumour has it that the parish has more
footpaths than any other parish in England so a bit like painting the Forth Bridge. Footpath signs
have been replaced, yellow marker posts installed and footpaths and stiles cleared for easy access.
During more clement weather we typically highlight a number of footpaths to walk during which
photographs, descriptive information and accurate locations are produced for LCC to action.
Fly tipping has been a problem, mainly in Farm Town, so we have engaged with NWLDC
environmental team to find ways of curtailing this very unpleasant activity which carries a significant
clean-up cost. Since early 2020 six new litter bins have been installed in the village, mainly on typical
dog walking routes.
Aged and rotting wooden benches have been replaced during the last year. We took a view that
whilst wooden benches are nice, we should allow trees to grow for the sake of the environment and
only cut them down if absolutely necessary. There is so much unwanted plastic polluting the
environment we opted to go with recycled plastic benches which will also have greater longevity and
require less maintenance.
Following the success of our inaugural Christmas on the Green event in 2019, we were able to do it
again in 2021 as the COVID restrictions were lifted and the event raised £500 for our chosen charity,
Hospice Hope. A number of local residents volunteer to help run the event; without these lovely
people it would be very difficult to keep this going.
Discussing, debating and commenting on planning applications remains a core activity in council
meetings, not just for the parish but also surrounding areas where there may be an implication for
the parish of Coleorton.
As I write this, we are preparing to host an event to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on 4th June at
Zion Hill Playing Field in conjunction with Swannington Parish Council.
Whilst the council employs contractors to carry out regular grass mowing work on its assets, a great
deal of land management work is carried out by councillors, at no cost to the parish. Councillors also
undertake most of the “handyman” type work, such as the demolition of old benches and
installation of new benches, putting up bird boxes, painting, playground inspections, etc. and from
time to time residents will lend a hand when they see particularly two lady councillors struggling
with some bramble roots, planting daffodils or putting up the bird boxes. I would like to take this
opportunity to say a big thank you to those councillors, residents and volunteer groups for their
passion and involvement to help keep Coleorton a great place to live.
Ann Stafford
Chair – Coleorton Parish Council

