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COLEORTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 10 March 2021 at  

7.00 pm Remotely via Zoom   

PRESENT: Cllrs M Farrand (in the chair), M. Akroyd, T. Betts, R. Hughes,      

C. Mursell and  A. Stafford. 1 member of public. 

 

186/2021.  APOLOGIES:  None. 

 

187/2021.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None. 

 

188/2021.  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

To confirm the minutes of the following meeting of the Parish Council: 

a) Full Council – 17 February 2021.  RESOLVED: To approve the minutes 

subject to a couple of amendments – Cllr Hughes did not agree to pursue 

the issue of water supply, only the road issues and the payment for I 
Smith should actually be Simon Smith.     

 

189/2021. POLICE REPORT 

CRIME FIGURES: 

https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/leicestershire-police/valley/ 

 

CRIME PREVENTION: 

Keeping your shed or garage safe and secure 

Many people don’t secure their shed or garage in the same way they do their 

homes - often using an easy-to-break lock or padlock to protect valuable 

contents such as a car, bike or lawnmower.  

An opportunistic burglar will try a shed or garage first because they can find 

the tools they need to break into the main house. 
 

Shed and outbuilding security: first steps: 

First off, check that your insurance covers the contents of your shed or 

outbuildings from theft. 

 

Think like a thief 

Take a look at your shed and consider how you would break in. It’s worth 

having a good padlock on the door with no exposed screws. Pay attention to 

hinges, as these are sometimes easily removable. If you have windows then 

these could be vulnerable unless they’re secured with wire mesh or grills. And 

keep it locked at all times. 

 
Alarm it 

Consider a battery-operated shed alarm. They look low key but they respond 

to movement or door contact with an extremely loud siren. 

 

Lock it, hide it or mark it 

Don’t give them the opportunity or the tools to commit a crime. Lock 

everything away securely. Tools can be locked inside a locker or box or 

secured with a chain. 

 

https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/leicestershire-police/valley/?tab=CrimeMap
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Secure your bike to the ground or a lockable stand within a locked shed or 

garage. Visit Sold Secure to search for ground anchors and other locks 

designed to fix to floors and walls. 
 

It’s always worth draping an old sheet or blanket over the top of mowers or 

bikes to keep them covered from view. 

 

Although it might sound like stating the obvious, never leave your garage or 

shed door unlocked if you’re not around. 

 

Property marking your items is advisable and some tools can be painted with 

your name or postcode. Forensic marking is also an option.  

 

The top five most common items stolen from sheds 

1. Bikes 
2. Mowers 

3. Sports equipment 

4. Power tools 

5. Garden tools 

 

ARE YOU LISTENING CAMPAIGN: 

Criminals are using children all across the UK.  

Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE) is a term used to describe when children and 

young people are manipulated or coerced into committing crimes. 

 

Criminals groom boys and girls to carry out illegal activity on their behalf – 

such as selling and storing drugs, carrying weapons and committing burglary, 

robbery or theft. 
Currently across Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland we are seeing children 

and young people between the ages of nine and 17 being used by criminals. 

The most common type of crimes they are becoming involved in is activity 

known as ‘County Lines’. 

 

Children and young people caught up in CCE won’t always act like victims 

because they don’t often see themselves as victims. 

This is because individuals or gangs who target children will often make them 

feel respected, important and protected. 

Some children are also made to feel like they have no choice and will be scared 

to speak out about what is happening. 

 
It is important we all remember children are often preyed on because they are 

vulnerable. 

We must all work together to help put an end to this abuse.  

 

The police, education, local councils and health organisations across Leicester, 

Leicestershire and Rutland all have an important part to play in preventing 

children being exploited and deal with those responsible. 

 

We also need your help to look after the children in your life. To know the 

signs and to act if you suspect a child is in danger. 
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Are you listening. 

Funded by Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland’s Violence Reduction Network, 

a new film entitled ‘Are you listening’ aims to raise awareness of the issue of 
CCE, some of the signs that could indicate a child is in danger and where you 

can go for help and support. It is important we all play an active role in 

tackling this issue. 

 

The film focuses on four stories, which although fictional, are typical of the 

types of criminality children do become involved in. 

 

https://www.leics.police.uk/police-forces/leicestershire-

police/areas/leicestershire-force-content/c/campaigns/2020/are-you-listening/ 

 

Children won’t often just tell you if they are in trouble but there are often some 

obvious signs that could indicate they might need help. 
 

The most obvious sign is a change in a child or young person’s behaviour from 

what is considered ‘normal’ for them. 

 

Other signs include: 

• Withdrawal from usual group of friends and a mention of older or new 

friends 

• Having gifts, a new phone or money that can’t be accounted for 

• Becoming withdrawn or secretive 

• Receiving a large number of calls or messages to their phone or being 

worried about being away from their phone 

• A drop in grades or performance, as well as suspension or exclusion from 

school 
• Going missing from home or not showing up to school or regular 

afterschool groups or clubs 

• Become involved in low level criminality such as antisocial behaviour 

 

If you suspect a child is being exploited try to talk to them. Children are more 

likely to open up to an adult they have an existing and trusting relationship 

with. 

 

Next steps 

If you think a child could be involved in this type of activity, you can contact 

Leicestershire Police on 101 or online. If you suspect a child is in immediate 

danger always call 999. 
 

You can also call your local council children’s team for advice. 

Leicester City Council 0116 4541004 

Leicestershire County Council 0116 3059521 

Rutland County Council 01572 758407 or their out of hours number is 0116 

305 0005 

 

Children’s charities such as the Children’s Society and the NSPCC also have 

information and support which can help. 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD LINK: 

Neighbourhood Link is a community messaging service from Leicestershire 

Police that provides news and information about policing activity or initiatives, 
crime prevention advice as well as major incidents affecting your area. 

 

Through this service you can receive messages from your local Neighbourhood 

Policing Team, local police or, in the event of a major incident or event 

affecting the whole of Leicestershire, from a partnership of agencies known as 

the Local Resilience Forum. 

 

In order to receive messages you will need to register your details. This 

information will enable us to send you messages relevant to the areas you live 

and work. Anyone can register, whether you live, work or travel into Leicester, 

Leicestershire and Rutland. Registration is free and simple to follow. 

 
• Sign up to Neighbourhood Link      

https://www.neighbourhoodlink.co.uk/  

• If you are already registered you can amend your details 

• Request a reminder if you have forgotten your username or password 

• You can unsubscribe from the service at any time 

 

Neighbourhood Link is not able to receive messages and you should not use it 

to contact the police. In an emergency always dial 999. An emergency is when 

a crime is happening, someone suspected of a crime is nearby, someone is 

injured, being threatened or in danger. 

 

If you wish to contact Leicestershire Police in other circumstances, for example 

to speak to local police or seek advice on police matters, you can call us by 
dialling 101 on your telephone. 

https://www.neighbourhoodlink.co.uk/ 

 

BEAT TEAM CONTACTS:  

If you need to contact a member of your beat team and the enquiry isn’t 

urgent then the easiest way to do this is via Email, you can either do this 

through the Leicestershire Police website or on the details below: 

 

PC 819 Steve Harrison – steven.harrison@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk 

PC 1391 Adrian Coleman – adrian.coleman@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk 

PCSO 6867 Kevin Bradley – kevin.bradley@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk 

PCSO 6865 Mark Ball – mark.ball@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk 
 

RESOLVED:  To receive the report.   

 

190/2021. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

a) Update from discussions with various parties in respect of works at AJS 

welding company.  The Chairman reported that various discussions had 

been had between the District Councillor, Russell Boam and other local 

parishes.  The two main plans going forward are for the Parish Council to 

comment on the application when submitted and also to consider the 

need to employ a planning consultant.  It was also noted that AJS 

mailto:steven.harrison@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:adrian.coleman@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:kevin.bradley@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:mark.ball@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk
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welding company may be in breach of the current planning application in 

particular in terms of light and noise pollution.  RESOLVED:  To ask Cllr 

R Boam (NWLDC) to call-in the application to the Planning Committee 
when it is submitted.  RESOLVED:  To contact NWLDC planning and 

environmental protection to request that they ensure that AJS welding 

company is complying with the existing planning, and if appropriate take 

the necessary enforcement action.       

 

191/2021. COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS, INCLUDING NWLDC AND LCC 

a) Update on new website and when it will go live.  Cllr Stafford advised 

that it was hoped new website would go live by the end of March 2021.  

RESOLVED: To receive the information.  

b) Pitt Lane – Update report on this matter in terms of the ownership issues 

with the road and the reverting of it back to the LCC.  Cllr R Hughes 

reported that he had written to LCC in respect of this matter as the 
Parish Council is particularly concerned about the potential liability for 

issues associated with the road.  RESOLVED: To receive the information.     

Items not on the agenda raised by Cllr A Stafford. 

c) Coleorton Wood – The opening hours for the wood were discussed.  Last 

year had seen a trial of longer opening hours.   The residents had not 

had any issues with the longer opening hours.  RESOLVED:  To extend 

the opening hours, as last year, from 8am – 8pm with effect from 1 

April.  New notice to confirm these opening times is needed to be 

displayed.  Cllr A Stafford had also spoken to the Parish Council insurers 

about the return of the volunteers from the Lount and Coleorton 

Volunteer Group.  They advised that risk assessments should be updated 

inline with the current Covid19 regulations.  RESOLVED: Cllr Stafford to 

talk to the Volunteer Group about their return to work and ask them to 
update the signs with the opening times on.  RESOLVED:  Cllr Stafford 

will put on Facebook the increased opening times from  April 2021.      

d) Benches – Cllrs A Safford and C Mursell have been and removed a rotten 

bench by the St Mary’s church.  They have done an audit of the other 

benches in the parish and would suggest that none are unsafe, but some 

are in need of remedial attention.  RESOLVED:  To obtain quotes for a 

replacement bench by the church, and to look at the option of recycled 

plastic for this location to reduce the on-going maintenance issues.  

Benches in the Millennium Gardens are in need of attention.  

RESOLVED:  The Volunteer Group are to look at these once they are 

back at work.   

e) Beaumont Green – This area had been de-brambled and had some bulbs 
planted last year.  Discussion took place about some additional planting 

of bulbs.  Cllr A Stafford had received a verbal quote of £75.00 for 250 

Snowdrops and English Bluebells.  RESOLVED:  To purchase bulbs as 

suggested at a cost of £75.00 and Cllr A Stafford to obtain a written 

quote. 

f) School project – Cllr A Stafford discussed a number of ideas for projects 

working with the local school.  These included  Scarecrow type of event,  

purchasing of bird boxes to paint or painted signposts for Coleorton 

Wood.  RESOLVED:  Cllr A Stafford to speak to the School about these 

ideas and report back to the Council in due course.  RESOLVED:  To 



6 
 

gather more information and make a plan as to how a Scarecrow Festival 

could take place and bring this back to the Council.  RESOLVED:  To 

agree to the purchase of 10 to 15 bird boxes if the school is interested in 
participating in the project and to the speak the Coleorton Wood 

Volunteer Group about some wood for the signs.  It is hoped that if the 

school are interested in these ideas, it will give the young people 

something to take pride in and look after in the Village.   

   

192/2021. BAKEHOUSE 

a) To confirm the quote and agree payment for works undertaken to 

area, including new fence, gate and ground clearance as discussed in 

August 2020.  Discussion and quotes were obtained in August, and 

the Council accepted the quote for £1,845.00 from S Smith to 

undertake the work.  Quotes now forwarded to Clerk.  RESOLVED:  

To confirm payment for the work to the area including, ground works, 
new fence and gate at a cost of £1,845.00.   

b) To confirm the works to remove the other materials including 

asbestos sheets.  Cllrs Farrand, C. Mursell and  A. Stafford undertook 

a dynamic risk assessment and decided that the risk of moving the 

cement bonded asbestos sheets was minimal but left on site could 

have been higher risk if someone, particularly a child, was to start 

messing around with it, therefore the material was removed in a 

controlled manner.  RESOLVED:  To ratify the actions taken.    

c) To update on the ownership of the land, building and the relationship 

of responsibility between the Parish Council and Coleorton Heritage 

Group.  Discussions took place around future works including 

noticeboard/getting ovens work/bench/removal of other old 

materials/shape of plot.  Discussions need to take place with the 
Heritage Group.  RESOLVED:  To bring back to Council once all the 

necessary information is available and to potentially invite a 

representative of the Heritage Group to attend too.     

  

193/2021. LITTER/FLY TIPPING 

a) Update on fly tipping issues around the parish.  Cllr Akroyd had been 

in discussions with an officer at NWLDC but had felt let down with the 

progression of the matter in particular in terms of signage and CCTV.  

RESOLVED:  Cllr Akroyd to contact Cllr R Boam, NWLDC, to try and 
move this issue forward.   

b) Suggestion to create a Working Group to formalise procedures.  

Nothing to progress at this stage, as volunteers in terms of the litter 

picking are registered at “Wombles” thought the NWLDC scheme.  

RESOLVED:  To receive the information.      

c) Request from member of the public to purchase litter picking 

equipment.  RESOLVED:  That the Parish Council did not feel it was 

its place to purchase equipment, as both NWLDC and LCC had current 

schemes for this.  Cllr M Farrand will contact the LCC county 

councillor to help with obtaining some equipment.   

 

 

194/2021. NEW INN CAR PARK 
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Email received from resident raising queries and questions about car 

parking arrangements between themselves, Parish Council and Public.  

RESOLVED:  The Parish Council did not feel that this was its 
responsibility, as the car park belonged to the Pub, and the playing field 

to the LCC.  Historically the Parish Council has not had any car parking 

spaces marked out, although possibly this could have been the LCC.      

 

195/2021. ACCOUNTS. 

a) To approve payments scheduled for March including the payment for 

wages for March.  RESOLVED: To approve payments scheduled for 

March including the payment for wages for March.   

Date Description Supplier Chq no Amount 

10/03/2021 Website hosting and retainer 77Rockets 101157 123.64 

10/03/2021 

Groundworks at the 

Bakehouse SJ Smith 101158 1845.60 

10/03/2021 Defib spares Shepshed Lions 101159 85.00 

10/03/2021 Mobile phone x 3 Barbara Whitehouse 101161 22.50 

      Total 2076.74 

b) To review and receive receipts for March.  RESOLVED:  No receipts 

this month. 

c) To review and approve bank statements and bank reconciliation for 

March. RESOLVED:  To receive the bank statements as circulated by 

Cllr A Stafford.  No bank reconciliation was able to take place as the 

information was not available in time.    

 

196/2021.  AUDIT 2020-21 

a) To appoint the Internal Auditors for the year 2020-21.  RESOLVED:  

To appoint LRALC auditors as the Internal Auditors for 2020-21 year.   

b) Councillors are reminded to review their Register of Interests on an 

annual basis.  RESOLVED:  Councillors are reminded to review their 

Register of Interests on an annual basis.     

c) To receive a report on S137 expenditure paid throughout the year.  

RESOLVED:  To defer to a future meeting when the accounts are up 

to date.     

d) Councillors to re-confirm acceptance to receive meeting invites by 

email. RESOLVED:  Councillors re-confirmed acceptance to receive 

meeting invites by email.     

e) New Policy – To adopt the NALC model policy for training and 

development.  This is now a new requirement of the audit.  
RESOLVED:  To adopt the new NALC training and development policy.  

 

197/2021. AUDIT – ANNUAL REVIEW OF KEY COUNCIL POLICIES AND  

PROCEDURES  

(This would normally be done at the Annual Statutory meeting)   

a) Code of Conduct 

b) Standing Orders  

c) Statement of Internal Control and Review of Effectiveness of Internal 

Control 

d) Financial Regulation’s  
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e) Risk Assessment and Management 

f) Freedom of information – Core Classes and Model Publication Scheme 

g) Complaints Procedures 
h) Equality Policy 

i) Dignity at work/bullying and harassment 

j) Lone and Homeworkers 

k) Disciplinary and Grievance 

l) Data Protection 

m) Financial Reserves 

n) Health and Safety 

o) Chairman Protocol 

p) Co-option of Councillors 

q) Environment 

r) Grant Awarding and Grant application form 

s) Media, Communication and Social Media 
t) Retention of documents and records 

u) Asset Register 

RESOLVED: To adopt the policies with the caveat councillors were given to the 

next meeting to suggest changes. 

v) Insurance arrangements.  The Parish Council insurance is due for 

renewal as the long-term agreement comes to end in June.  

RESOLVED:  Quote comparisons to be brought back to a future 

meeting.     

 

198/2021. COUNCIL PROCEDURES  

a) To confirm a review of the bank mandate, including all Councillors and 

Clerk on the mandate and setting up of on-line banking arrangements. 

RESOLVED:  To explore the options for on-line banking but wait to 
make any changes until a new full time Clerk is in position.  

b) To appoint a new payroll person.  RESOLVED:  To obtain additional 

quotes and defer to the next meeting.   

c) To purchase the necessary equipment/software to allow the safe and 

smooth running of the Council, to include Office 365, virus security, 

Cloud back-up and Scribe Accounts system.  RESOLVED:  To purchase 

Office 365 professional at a cost of £10 per month from SCIT 

Solutions.  RESOLVED:  To contact the website provider regarding 

Cloud storage.  RESOLVED:  That a free antivirus should be installed 

on the Parish Council computer.  RESOLVED:  To purchase an 

accounts package from Scribe Accounts at an annual cost of £288.00 

plus set-up costs of £99.00 (this includes 50% reduction due to the 
temporary clerk already using the programme for another council). 

d) To appoint a bookkeeper to bring the last year’s accounts up to date.  

RESOLVED:  Not to appoint a bookkeeper to assist in bringing the 

accounts up to date, but that Cllrs Hughes and Stafford would assist if 

necessary. 

e) To review the budget set in January, to separate the General Reserves 

from Earmarked Reserves and to discuss the projects to be included.  

RESOLVED:  To defer to a future meeting. 

f) Beaumont Centre – To discuss the procedures required by the Council 

as Sole Trustee of the Charity to manage this facility.  Cllr Stafford 
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explained to the Council the current situation is.  RESOLVED: Further 

information to be obtained and discussed again at a future meeting.     

g) Annual Parish Meeting – Date to be confirmed.  RESOLVED: To set a 
date as 26 May 2021.  

h) To give delegated powers to the Clerk to respond to planning 

applications between meetings after consultation with Councillors.  

RESOLVED:  To give delegated powers to the Clerk to respond to 

planning applications between meetings after consultation with 

Councillors.    

RESOLVED:  To waive Standing Orders to allow for another 15 minutes 

discussion.   

 

199/2021. PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

RESOLVED: To make the following comments. 

21/00008/ 

TPO 

The Spinney, 

146 The 

Moor, 

Coleorton 

Works to 4no 

Sycamores and 1no 

Ash (Protection by Tree 

Preservation Order) 

No objections as 

long as the 

Arboriculturist is 

happy 

21/00038/TPO The 

Squirrels, 

Lower Moor 

Lane, 

Coleorton 

Works to 1no Sycamore 

(Protection by Tree 

Preservation Order 

No objections as 

long as the 

Arboriculturist is 

happy 

21/00063/TPO The Firs, 142 
The Moor, 

Coleorton 

Felling of 2no Ash 
(Protected by Tree 

Preservation Order)  

No objections as 
long as the 

Arboriculturist is 

happy 

21/00111/DIS 120 The 

Moor, 

Coleorton 

The approval of details 

reserved by Condition 7 

(land contaminated Plot 

1 & 2) relating to 

19/01235, erection of 

one dwelling and one 

replacement dwelling  

No Objections  

21/00188/FUL The Cedars, 

Ashby Road, 

Coleorton 

Proposed single storey 

rear extension  

No Objections  

21/00331/AGP Rainbow 

Crescent, 7 

The 

Moorlands, 
Coleorton 

Erection of an 

agricultural building  

No Objections  

 

 

 

 

 

200/2021. PLANNING PERMISSIONS  
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RESOLVED:  To receive planning permissions received during March 

20/01737/TPO Coleorton Hall 

Constable Way 

Coleorton 

Coalville 

Works to 30 

no. individual 

trees and 

works to 3 no. 

groups of 

trees 

(Protected by 

Tree 
Preservation 

Order) 

PC made no 

comments 

Permitted 

20/00877/VCI Ivy House 

Nottingham 

Road Peggs 

Green 

Variation of 

conditions of 

2, 3 and 7 of 

application 
16/0063/FUL 

for the 

proposed 

relocation of 

the garage 

PC made no 

comments 

Permitted 

 

Meeting closed 10.15pm 

 

 

 
 

Signed __________________________ 

 

Print Name _______________________ 

Date___________________________ 
 


