
1 
 

COLEORTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 17 November 2021 at  

7.00 pm at the Beaumont Centre, Peggs Green  

PRESENT: Cllrs M. Akroyd, C. Mursell and  A. Stafford (in the chair).  One 

member of the Public.   

 

294/2021. APOLOGIES:  Cllrs T. Betts (personal), M Farrand (personal) 

apologies were accepted by the Parish Council.  The apologies given by Cllr R 
Hughes were not accepted by the Council. 
 

295/2021.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr M Akroyd declared a 
personal interest in planning application 21/02014/FULM.   

 

296/2021. POLICE REPORT  
CRIME FIGURES: 

https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/leicestershire-police/valley/ 
CRIME PREVENTION: 
 

KEEP BURGLARS OUT OF YOUR PROPERTY 

Burglars will use a variety of ways to avoid being noticed. 
They don’t want to be seen or heard by a neighbour or passer-by because they 

will feel exposed and identifiable. 
Distraction burglars will pretend to be someone they are not, so it’s important 

you are aware of the common methods they will use to get you to let them 
into your property. 

Here’s some useful advice, firstly on helping to keep burglars out by giving 
them no hiding place and, secondly, on how to prevent a distraction burglary. 

 
Keep it visible 

You’d think that it would be best to make a property less visible from the 

street, and to keep it hidden from prying eyes behind overgrown bushes, 
trees, high fences or walls. In reality, all that this serves to do is make it easier 

for a burglar to get close to a home unnoticed, and provide somewhere to hide 
while carrying out a burglary or theft from the property. 

 
1. Lower fences at the front around one-metre high are preferable to high 

fences as they allow for a clear view over the top and don’t provide cover 
for anyone wishing to hide. 

2. At the rear and sides, taller fencing is recommended to prevent easy 
access. 

3. Trellis, thorny plants, or a suitable anti-climb topping such as plastic 
spikes make it difficult for anyone climbing over a fence or gate. 

4. Planting prickly or barbed shrubbery along boundaries and fence lines 
acts as an effective natural barrier. 

5. Gravel driveways and paths will make sure you hear anyone approach. 

 
For more information on creating a boundary, visit our advice on criminal 

damage found on the Force website - https://www.leics.police.uk/cp/crime-
prevention/protect-home-crime/property-vandalism/ 

https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/leicestershire-police/valley/?tab=CrimeMap
https://www.leics.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/protect-home-crime/property-vandalism/
https://www.leics.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/protect-home-crime/property-vandalism/
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Other ways to make it difficult for burglars 
CCTV 

By using well-defined boundaries as a basis, CCTV can be a valuable tool. 
However, it doesn’t prevent a crime from being committed and does have 

limitations. 
CCTV linked to a smartphone will alert you to someone crossing your 

boundary.  
Most importantly, CCTV is no substitute for good quality physical security such 

as secure doors and windows.   
Some cameras work by day and by night, and record when they detect 

movement. Some can be remotely viewed from a smartphone. 
Position cameras where they are best able to obtain good quality facial images. 

Could you recognise or identify someone from the footage?   

There is legislation for home CCTV use, so always seek advice from an 
accredited installer first to ensure your system complies with the law.   

Place signage up warning that CCTV is in use.   
For advice and approved suppliers of CCTV visit the National Security 

Inspectorate and the Security Systems and Alarms Inspection Board. 
 

Alarms 
Consider an accredited burglar alarm system with audible alarm boxes 

mounted high at the front and rear of your home. Two visible audible alarm 
boxes are better than one. Mount them at the front and rear of your home, 

high up to resist tampering. 
There are three types of burglar alarm, varying in capability and cost:   

1. Monitored – Once triggered, an alarm company or designated key holder 
can check to ensure it isn't a false alarm.  

2. Unmonitored – This type, once activated, will sound a loud alarm 

designed to scare off an intruder and alert neighbours but they are 
reliant on someone such as a neighbour checking the house.    

3. Auto Dialler – This system, once activated, alerts pre-programmed key 
holders with either a text or a phone call.   

The police will typically respond to a burglar alarm if requested to do so by a 
monitoring company but are less likely to respond to an unmonitored alarm.   

If you have an extension to your home remember to extend your burglar alarm 
coverage as well.   

Signage is an effective deterrent if used with an active alarm system. 
For advice and approved suppliers of alarms visit the National Security 

Inspectorate and the Security Systems and Alarms Inspection Board. 
 

Lighting 
External lighting 

Lighting is a good deterrent and is recommended at doors as it makes it safer 

for you when coming and going after dark.   
A clear, low white light that activates at dusk to dawn is ideal for lighting a 

yard and garden and allowing any person to be clearly seen. 
Check to make sure that trees and plants do not obscure your lighting. It’s 

recommended that you regularly cut vegetation back.   
Take care to position these lights so that light pollution doesn’t annoy your 

neighbours.  
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Internal lighting 
Use an automatic plugin time switch to operate a lamp or light at pre-set times 

when you’re away.   
Energy saving LED bulbs are best as they do not use as much electricity, last 

longer than conventional bulbs and do not generate heat, reducing fire risk.   
In blocks of flats, automatic low energy lights that detect movement are 

recommended for corridors, stairwells and communal areas such as car parks 
and cycle stores. 

 
Distraction burglary 

Distraction burglars pretend to be someone they are not in order to gain entry 
to your home. 

Common methods used by distraction burglars: 

• pretending to be from a care agency, the council or a utility company 
investigating a gas or water leak. 

• seeking help to leave a note for a neighbour or even asking for a drink of 
water if they claim to be thirsty or unwell. 

• claiming to be in a hurry or emergency and needing to get into 
your home quickly 

• working in teams, with one person distracting you while the other 
searches your home. 

 
How to prevent it 

There are a number of things you can do to prevent distraction burglary. 
Always remember "if in doubt, keep them out": 

• use your door viewer to see who’s there 
• if you open the door put the chain on first 

• always ask for ID and check it with the company before letting somebody 

into your home 
• use the phone number advertised in the phone book or online, as the 

number on their identity card could be fake. For a utility company, call 
the customer service department. Close the door while you do this 

• remember that genuine callers won’t mind checks. If you feel at all 
unsure, schedule a time for the caller to come back when a friend or 

relative is there 
• for pre-planned appointments with utility companies, a password scheme 

can be set up 
 

If you feel threatened or in danger by the presence of the caller, call 999. 
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD LINK: 
Neighbourhood Link is a community messaging service from Leicestershire 

Police that provides news and information about policing activity or initiatives, 

crime prevention advice as well as major incidents affecting your area. 
 

Through this service you can receive messages from your local Neighbourhood 
Policing Team, local police or, in the event of a major incident or event 

affecting the whole of Leicestershire, from a partnership of agencies known as 
the Local Resilience Forum. 
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In order to receive messages you will need to register your details. This 
information will enable us to send you messages relevant to the areas you live 

and work. 
 

Anyone can register, whether you live, work or travel into Leicester, 
Leicestershire and Rutland. Registration is free and simple to follow. 

 
• Sign up to Neighbourhood Link    https://www.neighbourhoodlink.co.uk/  

• If you are already registered you can amend your details 
• Request a reminder if you have forgotten your username or password 

• You can unsubscribe from the service at any time Neighbourhood Link is 
not able to receive messages and you should not use it to contact the 

police. In an emergency always dial 999. An emergency is when a crime 

is happening, someone suspected of a crime is nearby, someone is 
injured, being threatened or in danger. 

 
If you wish to contact Leicestershire Police in other circumstances, for example 

to speak to local police or seek advice on police matters, you can call us by 
dialling 101 on your telephone. 

RESOLVED: To receive the report. 
 

297/2021. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

To confirm the minutes of the following meeting of the Parish Council: 
a) Full Council – 18 October 2021.   

RESOLVED: To approve the minutes. 
 

298/2021. CHAIRMANS REPORT 

a) Christmas event – All preparations well in hand. Flyers have been 

distributed around the village and information posted on Facebook and 

the website. Thanks to Fiona for taking on the task of organising a tree 
and lights, mulled wine and mince pies and “volunteering” her better 

half to assist on the day of the event! Much appreciated. 

b) Coleorton Wood – Cost of wire panels to fix to the gate is a little under 

£100, these are quite heavy duty as previously mentioned (12 gauge). 

However, Caroline and I have recently taken on an allotment and the 
previous holder has left behind significant quantities of wire fencing of 

different types so we are looking at using some of that in the first 
instance – it may demonstrate how effective the idea is without 

incurring any significant cost. We should only need to buy some 
staples. 

c) Peggs Green – By close of play Monday 15th November myself and 

Caroline will have demolished both benches – there was actually quite 
a bit more rot than could be seen on the surface. Recycled plastic 

bench will need installing early December – it will sit on a concrete 
base as at St. Mary’s. 

Our grounds contractor Burnt Oak has done a really good job a) clearing 
footpath M74A (in fact this was acknowledged by a parishioner on 

Facebook) and b) clearing more of the Zion Hill footpath which now 
looks about three times as wide as before – you will see from pictures 

below the line of the footpath before being cleared. Initial work was 

https://www.neighbourhoodlink.co.uk/
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done by the volunteer group as you know but the additional work has 
now uncovered more trees in tree guards, but they may need attention 

at some point. Hopefully it will improve the drainage; this path has 
several very big muddy areas at this time of year which are very 

slippery and being on a slope can make safe walking a little 
problematic. It has also uncovered the beer cans, bottles, poo bags and 

general litter that have been thrown into the brambles over time. I will 
litter pick over the next two days. Burnt Oak has also flailed around the 

perimeter of the playing field, and it has made a noticeable difference. I 
have thanked them for the good work. 

d) Remembrance Day Service – Terry, myself and Caroline attended the 
Remembrance Day Service at the war memorial on Sunday 14th. Terry 

read out the names of the war dead and I laid the wreath on behalf of 

the council. Many thanks to Terry for organising this. I have put a 
couple of photographs and narrative on the website and Facebook. 

e) Bird Boxes donated by the Parish Council to the School are now ready 
to put in place.  Suggested sites are Coleorton Wood, Beaumont Green 

and Peggs Green playing field.   
RESOLVED: To receive the report. 

 
299/2021. REPRESENTATIVES' & COUNCILLORS REPORTS, INCLUDING 

REPORTS FROM LCC AND NWLDC COUNCILLORS. 
a) Cllr M Akroyd reported: Further flytips along the hedge bottoms in Farm 

Town.  Some of the cones used to block farmer’s gates have gone 
missing so replacements have been requested from NWLDC.   

 
300/2021. CLERK’S REPORT 

Nothing to report.   

 
301/2021. ACCOUNTS 

a) To approve payments scheduled for November.  RESOLVED:  To 
approve the payments for November.  

Date Cheque 
No 

Description Supplier Total 

17/10/2021 101218 Wages F Palmer 509.87 

17/10/2021 101219 TAX/NI HMRC 597.48 

17/10/2021 101220 Computer costs 77 Rockets Ltd 123.64 

17/11/2021 101221 Wages F Palmer 509.87 

17/11/2021 101222 Christmas lights F Palmer 493.96 

17/11/2021 101223 Computer costs SCIT 12.00 

17/11/2021 101224 Grass Cutting Burnt Oak Developments 452.40 

17/11/2021 101225 Website 77 Rockets Ltd 123.64 

17/11/2021 101226 Christmas event  A Stafford 129.71 

17/11/2021 101227 Donation Royal British Legion 50.00 

        3,002.57 

 
b) To review and receive receipts for November.  RESOLVED:  No receipts 

for November received.    
c) To review and approve bank statements and bank reconciliation for 

November.  RESOLVED:  To approve the bank statements and bank 
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reconciliation for November. 
d) To consider a request for a grant to Viscount Beaumont Primary School 

PFA to support the young people in light of the exceptional circumstances 
of Covid-19.  RESOLVED:  To support the purchase of a Trim Trail or 

similar to encourage outdoor play.  Clerk is to request that the School 
PFA obtains some quotes to allow the Parish Council to agree the actual 

amount of the grant it can support the school with.   
 

302/2021. PEGGS GREEN RECREATION GROUND 
To consider options regarding footpath M76, including the possible re-routing 

of it.  Currently there is no access through the hedge from Zion Hill to the 
footpath. The official line of the footpath follows the perimeter of the houses 

and along the  back of the gardens. There is no way the path can be accessed 

behind the gardens without considerable work, and everybody walks the line of 
the old railway.  RESOLVED:  To apply to the LCC for a re-routing of the 

footpath along the line of the old railway. It would be accessed via the car park 
opposite the New Inn.  Cllr A Stafford will liaise with the LCC footpath officer.     

 
303/2021.  MILLENNIUM GARDEN 

Update on various issues raised by the Heritage Group. 
RESOLVED:  No members of Heritage Group present.   

 
304/2021. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

a) RESOLVED:  To ratify planning comments made during November. 

21/02027/NPA Breach Farm, 
Leicester 

Road, New 
Packington 

Prior approval notification 
for change of use of an 

agricultural building to 
form one dwelling, 

including part demolition 

No objections 

 

b) RESOLVED: To make the following comments for November plans.   

21/02014/FULM Land off 

Ashby Road, 
Sinope 

New industrial facility with 

associated yard, loading 
facilities and external 

works along with 
alterations to existing 

vehicular access 

21_02014_FULMland 
off Ashby Road, 
Sinope 

 
305/2021. PLANNING PERMISSIONS 

RESOLVED: To receive to receive planning permissions during November. 

21/00640/FUL Bushwell 

Farm, 11 
Melbourne 

Road, 

Newbold 

Erection of side 

extension to existing 
barn for use a a log 

drying store  

No 

objections 

Permitted 

https://coleortonpc-my.sharepoint.com/personal/parishclerk_coleortonpc_onmicrosoft_com/Documents/COLEORTON%20PARISH%20COUNCIL/Planning/2021/21_02014_FULMland%20off%20Ashby%20Road,%20Sinope.docx?web=1
https://coleortonpc-my.sharepoint.com/personal/parishclerk_coleortonpc_onmicrosoft_com/Documents/COLEORTON%20PARISH%20COUNCIL/Planning/2021/21_02014_FULMland%20off%20Ashby%20Road,%20Sinope.docx?web=1
https://coleortonpc-my.sharepoint.com/personal/parishclerk_coleortonpc_onmicrosoft_com/Documents/COLEORTON%20PARISH%20COUNCIL/Planning/2021/21_02014_FULMland%20off%20Ashby%20Road,%20Sinope.docx?web=1
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21/01503/FUL Yew Tree 
House, 

School 
Lane, 

Coleorton 

Erection of two 
storey extension and 

other external 
alterations 

No 
objections 

Permitted 

21/01651/FUL Pear Tree 
Cottage, 

Chapel 
Lane, 

Coleorton 

Single storey rear 
extension and 

erection of 
outbuilding 

No 
objections 

Permitted 

 

 
 

Meeting closed 7.40pm 
 

 

 
Signed __________________________ 

 
Print Name _______________________                          Date __________ 

 
 

 
 

Public participation 
Resident adjacent to 21/02014/FULM raised various concerns about the 

application and the effect on his privacy and family life.   
 

 
 

 

 


