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Update:

The event held at County Hall in December 2010 was a successful evening.
Many thanks to everyone who attended and those who brought information. We
had displays in the members’ lounge of the project website, the Record Office’s
Royal British Legion project, and the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.
Craig Chalmers, Works Manager for the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission, gave a fascinating talk on the history of the Commission, its work,
and its main challenges today.

Thank you for your patience with the website archive development. Those of you
who saw the demonstration in December will realise how complex it is, and our
colleagues in ICT are doing excellent work getting things working smoothly.
Similarly, Catherine Dove’s relentless efforts to prepare data and images is
ensuring we have as much information as possible ready to go online. Keep your
eyes peeled as we are aiming for a soft launch during March 2011. A formal
launch will follow when we have smoothed down any rough edges. Please do let
us know what you think. We will be continually updating once it has gone live.

We now have an oral history voice recorder and
have started to organise some oral history
interviews. Due to a busy winter period (and the
weather!) only one interview has so far been
conducted, but a couple more will be rearranged
shortly. Willing victims are still wanted! | will be in
touch!

. Our voice recorder!




Events

SOON! The Burbage Fallen: The Burbage Heritage Group is holding an
exhibition on the fallen of Burbage to commemorate the 90" anniversary of the
unveiling of the World War One memorial. The event will take place at St
Catherine’s Church, Burbage, on Saturday 26" February 2011 from 10am
until 4pm.

The event will feature exhibitions of local research, and displays promoting the
County Council projects. For more information contact Burbage Heritage Group.
Their website can be seen at www.burbageheritage.co.uk

Saturday 26 February
10.00am - 4.00pm
St Catherine’s Church, Burbage

90™ Anniversary of the unveiling
of the Burbage War Memorial

1p will tell the story of "The

THE ROYAL BRITISH

LEGION

www.burbageheritage.co.uk Burbage Heritage Group


http://www.burbageheritage.co.uk/

SOON! 9 Decades of Caring and Campaigning: the Royal British Legion in
Leicestershire and Rutland 1921-2011 @ local libraries 3" March - 15™ April
Contact Margaret Bonney at Margaret.bonney@Ieics.gov.uk for further info.

s LiBR@RY

KMOWLEDGE = DISCOVERY « ENTERTAIMMENT

Contact:

Margaret Bonney,

Project Coordinator,

The Record Office,

Long Street,

Wigston Magna,

Leicasterchire

LE18 2AH
margaret.bonney@leics.gov.uk.

www.leics.gov.uk/britishlegion
www.leics.gov.uk/RecordOffice

www.leics.gov.uk/libraries

THE ROYAL BRITISH

LEGION

Leicestershire
County Council

9 Decades of Caring
& Campaigning

the Royal British Legion in

Leicestershire and Rutland
1921-2011

Do you have memories, documents or
memorabilia relating to the Royal British Legion?

Do you have time to spare?

We are looking for volunteers to:
¢ help research the history
e assist with interviews

* create an exhibition

Share your memories or find out more
about how you can help.

Thursday 3 March, 3 - épm Market Harborough Library
Wednesday ¢ March, 10am - 1pm Oadby Library

Saturday 19 March, 10am - Tpm Coalville Library

Tuesday 22 March, 3 - bpm Wigston Library

Saturday 2 April, 10am - 1pm Melton Library

Thursday 7 April, 3 - épm Hinckley Library

Friday 15 April, 10am - 1pm Loughborough Library



mailto:Margaret.bonney@leics.gov.uk

Listing News:

The war memorial on High Street, Castle Donington, which recently received a
grant from the War Memorials Trust, was this month designated as Grade Il
listed. It was designed by Cecil Greenwood Hare and erected in 1921. The site of
the memorial, and the limestone, were both donated.

% Photo copyright: A Finney

In 2010 the joints were repointed and the timber treated. The community also
decided to have the name plaques cleaned.

Websites:

Would you be interested in being filmed talking about a war memorial or
speaking about casualties for some short videos to go online? | have a small
digital video recorder and a little bit of know-how and am sure we can pull
something together. Maybe you would just like to tell us what you think is
important about war memorials, or why you have an interest in or connection to
them. Who knows who might be watching...

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission recently launched an appeal for
information on a new webpage about Australia’s first submarine; the AE1 and
its 35-strong crew who were lost on 14" September 1914. At least one name
looks to be associated with Leicestershire, the oldest crew member, Chief
Thomas Lowe who was from Leicester. Can you help? Look at their AE1
Incorporated website at http://www.submarineael.org.au/ if you know anything,
or to take up the detective trail.



http://www.submarineae1.org.au/

News:

Recent donation. A set of WW1 memorial postcards were donated to our
archives by Mr and Mrs Hull, to whom we are most grateful for the donation and
the following information on where they came from:
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SWEPSTON anp SNARESTON.

OUR ELEYENTH LOSS.

Private Walter BENTLEY (' Dick ). Age 20 8rd Man-
cheetor Regiment, Killed In agtion Ogtobar 23rd, 1913,

“ransinted from the wnrrnraug the World into the peace of

: 1 mory over halliwed im the bome Fou loved.
; Higwf:;rﬁ?:—-ﬂém af, Swepston. Younpest son of M. khd- -
Mrs. Joseph Bertley., Tducalod at Swepsion Church of }.$-
lard Sehool, After Waving school Te becAme farmboy to W,
C. Btevenson, Feq., i whote cmployment he remadied up 0
Murch, 1916, when he ontered the Mensham Mam Cnllery
Company’s service, After working for a short, tHime at tho
[tock Colliery Company hoe wae called up May
sand. 1816, recefving his militery tealnime at Malsham m?d
Ciorthorpes. Landed In Frapos October 5th, 1915, und was
billed in acthon on the 2ord of the same month.
Hiz Heart to his Fome,
His Soul to his God,
Wis Mfe for hia Country. .
He loved his home. His home wie his world. There he
fognd hiz complete hagpines: amd cowteriment.
T . employers speak of him as & rellable and steady
v wmnan and that his death is a boks in the worldof lahour.
== Private Fenmtler's few days of actoal warfare gawe him
little opportunity of showing s griv and worlh as a soldier,
hence he dbl pof come under Lbe observation of his C.0., who
ir, therofore, unahle to supply amy particulars of him.
Those who die for thelr Country wre never dead to ua
They live in our hearts for ever. They weath o T their
cotrnge anid their plorions spirit of seif-sacrifice. Nothing can
swpass the deht of gratitude We owe them. 3
Speak mot of death! ‘They dwell in God's owm light

Who fall for Hooour, Liberky and Right. i Private Walter Bentley

Mr Hull: ‘My wife's maternal side lived in the area of Swepstone, Snarestone and
Newton Burgoland, Leicestershire. Among papers that her elderly aunt passed
on to me, was information about the village WW1 deaths; in the form of past
cards. One of them, Walter Bentley was part of the family. They gave quite a bit
of information about the deceased soldiers. This led me to research all the
names on the war memorial in Swepstone church which covered Snarestone as
well through the Commonwealth Graves Commission web site.



In the mean time | learnt of the Leicestershire Villages web site and submitted my
research. This can be viewed on the two village sites, together with copies of the
postcards in the picture gallery section.” You can see this research online at
http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/swepstone/swepstoneworldwarlcasualties.
html

r SWEPSTON and SNARESTON.

|
| Ouar third foss : Private John Henry Papper ("Harry'), Age 21, Sth Bartalion

Leicestershire Regiment. Son of Thomaas Pepper of Newton Burgeland.

Ha beard bis Counbey's onll, * Whon shall we send. anld wig wiil
ga for uad"’

His poswér: " Here qan 1, sond me" (ke vl 85

His carcer | Born &b Newton Burgoland, educufed st the Gouncll
School, From ege of 18 was employed by the [hetock Collery o,
who speak of hlin s oo excellent workman, A leadling playes with
the Bwepston Feotbsll nnd Cricket Clube, Yooy much belsved by ol
nis pomrades,  BilEensd Sept. 91d, 1614 Wannihed somewhers i
Frunce, Sept, 28ed, 1016 Dded, Bapt, 24th, buried the following  day.

The chaplain, wriling on Bepl. irel, saeys: “1 writa to to00 you with
i ubmost sympelbhy that Urivate Pepper b8 woanded sedionsiy, [
have fust besn to soe him in the Fleld Ambulinee. T gricve to have
1 dell you this, May God blest you™ ,

Hirry's mate, writing from the frenches, sivs i—" 1 have sisited
Tl place where Harcey is borled. They have nade the seave ook
wery nbee by putting op o tcle woslen Cross and planting  carma-
Finus and pamsy tont=""

Lovd Alberconmar. writlng of Privale Pepper, sapsi—"' A& gnllant
suldier who pave lis lite for his countey.'

Much sympathy is felt for Mra. Pepper, who has lost o brothee
Eitlel in netlon,

3 Private H, Pepper w1l not bave ladd Sewn bis life in vain {1 lids
deafh shondld touse Bis Newban companions to o move Hyely seissy
af their abiety 10 Lheit conntry. The conntrs's need lias never hm_ﬁ

greater dlian at the present moment.

Far lanely geoves nlong the country shde, 'IE

Where sleep tlose hrave learts wha for olliecs died, ;

Tell ol i s wdon with bl Creebfed. .
Wuviimlcr B, (1915 HENRY . W, TOWKNENID. £ *
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Mrs Hull: “The cards came from my late Auntie, Lucy Smith, who we assume got
them from among her parents’ possessions when they passed on. Her parents
were Frederick William Smith and his wife Mary Ann Smith nee Bentley. They
lived in Newton Burgoland and had 13 children. Walter Bentley, one of the
commemorated soldiers, was Mary's brother.’



http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/swepstone/swepstoneworldwar1casualties.html
http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/swepstone/swepstoneworldwar1casualties.html
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Private Joseph Glover and Private Richard Hughes

There is a great deal of information contained within the cards, all of which has
been transcribed ready to go into the archives. There are also some lovely
guotes and remembrances. The local heritage society will also be notified, as
they have seen some additional postcards for the village, which can be seen
online at http://www.snarestone.org.uk/WW21homepage.htm



http://www.snarestone.org.uk/WW1homepage.htm

Memorial highlight:

John de Roos (or Ros), 1396-1421, St Mary the Virgin Church, Bottesford

This beautiful effigy in the chancel of the church of St Mary the Virgin, Bottesford
is the earliest war memorial on record for Leicestershire and Rutland so far. More
research is needed to establish whether the effigy of William de Roos on the
opposite wall of the chancel, is also a war memorial. It is possible he was also a
casualty of the Hundred Years’ War, in 1414. If you can tell us more, please do!




John de Roos was killed at the Battle of Baugé in France, serving under Henry V
during the most well-known phase of the Hundred Years’ War (which included
the Battle of Agincourt in 1415). It was a Franco-Scottish victory over the English
and took place on 21 March 1421. John de Ros (8" Baron de Ros) may have
been aged only 25 at the time. Many English leaders were killed or taken
prisoner.

The effigy, which is marked with what looks
like centuries of graffiti, depicts John de Ros
in typical early 15" century full harness
(armour) with his family heraldry incorporated.

It is included on the UK National Inventory of
War Memorials, and has made us wonder if
Leicestershire and Rutland have any more
effigies of casualties of war...

Can you help...?

1. We have been informed by the Record Office that one of their users had come
across a reference to a Standard Engineers memorial, Evington Valley Road,
which had 95 WW1 names on it. Does anyone know anything about this
memorial or where it may be today?

As ever, if you have anything you would like to be included in coming
newsletters, please contact the project at warmemorials@leics.gov.uk or call
0116 267 0004.

Many thanks once again for your support and all your efforts,

Liz Blood
Heritage Support and War Memorials Officer


mailto:warmemorials@leics.gov.uk

